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Current Developments Progress 
Toward International Uniformity 


WHEN 1829 BRAILLE devised 
which has ever since borne his name, 
became for the first time theoretically 
possible for the blind commit 
paper anything which could stated 
the terminology words, music, 
and numerals. 

Though based sound principles, 
braille music notation could not, the 
nature things, develop very rapidly. 
fact, not until Louis Braille himself 
had worked upon its rudiments for sev- 
eral years, was possible, 1834, for 
his system music notation put 
use; and even the time his death 
1852, the system was still com- 
paratively elementary form. 

result, was not long before 
serious divergences practice de- 
veloped the various countries where 
Braille’s method had been adopted, for 
there was not alone dearth suitable 
textbook matter, but also complete 
lack co-ordination due the isolat- 
ing effect distance and the absence 
facilities for rapid international 
communication. 

Steps were taken 1888 remedy 
matters, and International Congress 
was held Cologne, where agreements 
were reached between France, England, 
Germany and Denmark, through which 
the system was standardized those 
countries. the same time, the spread 
mere local practice was deprecated 
because the risk jeopardizing 
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not wrecking any possibility ulti- 
mate universal acceptance one uni- 
form system. 

was inevitable however that pro- 
gressive braillists, finding new problems 
notation continually confronting 
them the complicated scores mod- 
ern composers, should feel the increas- 
ing inadequacy the braille methods 
1888, and desire their revision. And 
so, about 1912, braille notatjon experts 
various countries began seriously 
confer with each other, principally 
correspondence. 1922 the braille 
musical world was confronted sit- 
uation somewhat resembling that prior 
1888. But period inaction con- 
tinued, insofar any concerted effort 
was made secure international uni- 
formity, and the danger splitting 
into isolated groups not rival camps 
again became imminent. 1927, the 
seriousness the situation induced 
Mr. George Raverat, then Foreign 
Secretary the American Braille Press 
offer his services sort liaison 
officer attempt bring together 
the braille notation experts Europe 
and America, order determine 
whether agreement could effected 
whereby actual braille music notation 
symbols, least, could made uni- 
form everywhere. 

1929, after two years prepara- 
tion, International Congress 
braille music notation experts met 
Paris, under the auspices the Amer- 
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ican Braille Press. Represented the 
conference were France, Germany, 
Italy, Great Britain and the United 
States. Though not attendance, nine 
other countries Europe and South 
America intimated their willingness 
accept the Paris decisions governing 
their own future practice. 

The Congress met for eight days 
solid hard work, restricting itself solely 
the matter symbols, being felt 
that the time had not yet arrived when 
absolute uniformity method could 
expected. Discussions such ques- 
tions the comparative merits 
methods (old style, new style, bar-by- 
bar, bar-over-bar; etc.) were left for 
future discussion. 

April 29, 1929, quote from the 
official Minutes the Conference, 
“The work the Congress has happily 
been crowned with success. have all 
been enabled conduct our difficult 
and responsible task harmony, and 
with broadmindedness, each uniting 
udice, and understand each other’s 
point view, and the sole desire 
secure that which should ultimately 
prove the true solution the 
great problem before us, viz:—the uni- 
fication, scientific basis, the 
braille music notation symbols for the 
use the blind throughout the world.” 

And for the past twenty-four years, 
large part the world braille 
musicians has depended upon and fol- 
lowed the recommendations the Paris 
Congress 1929, set forth the text 
Braille Music Notation published 
1930 the American Braille Press. 

was some extent anticipated 
those who met Paris, and fact 
was inevitable the light the 
nature the congress, time would 
come again when questions would 
mount volume, arising not only from 
the problems which were unresolved 
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and left for the future, but from the 
experience which was developed 
through the acceptance and use the 
braille music notation itself. Teachers, 
students, musicians, printers, all with 
intimate knowledge and concern 
for the need for reasonable uniformity 
presenting braille music, have raised 
their collective voice search for in- 
formation and further agreement. 
Modifications the system have been 
proposed some, entirely new systems 
others, some individuals who, 
lacking contact and intimate associa- 
tion with the large body specialists, 
have little knowledge the past 
history, the day-to-day problems, and 
the practical and psychological im- 
plications inherent their 
and consequence little more than 
uninformed enthusiasm for ideas which 
are not original all but ideas which 
have been considered and rejected 
informed professional opinion. Ques- 
tions have arisen with respect areas 
possible further agreement, partic- 
ularly the method writing braille 
musical notation universally ac- 
cepted way. Inquiry has been made 
concerning informed source in- 
formation about all phases the sub- 
ject braille music, and concerning 
central depositary from which anything 
braille music might obtained. 
There would thus seem wide 
and unexplored area surrounding the 
whole problem. 

What do? This has been the prob- 
lem ever since 1929. For despite the 
agreements made that time, and 
despite the splendid work done the 
Paris Congress, left behind for the 
benefit succeeding generations 
established medium, recognized au- 
thority international level, 
which any future questions might 
referred. And without such author- 
ity, history having does ways 
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repeating itself, has been apparent 
many, and for some years, that such 
situation could again bring about the 
deterioration and confusion which re- 
sulted from similar lack between the 
Congress 1888 and that 1929. 

Fortunately for all concerned, allied 
problems the realm literary braille 
notation, various parts the world, 
and the urgency these problems, 
brought about, 1949, steps which 
seemed hold promise for continuing 
international co-operation all parts 
the world. that year, upon di- 
rect request from the Government 
India, the Mass Communications Divi- 
sion UNESCO agreed establish 
Advisory Committee Braille, equip- 
ped with Secretariat and Consultant 
braille uniformity the literary, 
music and mathematics fields. Time will 
not permit detailed information con- 
cerning the work that committee. 
Suffice say that has convened 
number international conferences 
take the regional problems liter- 
ary notation, and that substantial area 
agreement has resulted. final cul- 
mination its efforts, there was 
created December 1951 Advisory 
Committee UNESCO which was 
given the name “World Braille Coun- 
cil,” and whose membership provides 
for representation from all parts the 
world. 

was anticipated that the World 
Braille Council would henceforth serve 
the international authority which 
might referred any and all questions 
concerned with braille when such ques- 
tions had any way any connection 
with international agreements inter- 
national usage braille codes. was 
anticipated that this Council would 
the appropriate time devote itself 
questions concerned with braille mathe- 
matics notation and braille music nota- 
tion, and that might convene and 
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sponsor such international conferences 
might deemed expedient and help- 
ful resolving the problems arising 
during the passage time. step 
this direction thought was given the 
need for another conference deal 
with the problems surrounding braille 
music notation, and several months ago, 
UNESCO asked its World Braille Coun- 
cil consultant music, Mr. Louis 
Rodenberg, Jacksonville, Illinois, 
(who served United States represen- 
tative the 1929 Congress Paris and 
who considered one the world’s 
foremost authorities braille music 
notation) launch preliminary sur- 
vey determine the views all coun- 
tries concerned with the problems, 
respecting the desirability convening 
conference, the possible areas agree- 
ment which might sought schedul- 
ing the agenda any such conference, 
and include proposal uniform 
braille music method, covering both 
Eastern and Western music. Mr. Roden- 
berg was asked complete this survey 
August 31, 1953, with the thought 
that his findings might justify the con- 
vening meeting UNESCO some 
time later, such meeting spon- 
sored and the entire expense de- 
frayed UNESCO, including the 
travel and maintenance those invited 
participate. 

What had not been foreseen, how- 
ever, was that enforced economies 
the UNESCO budget would seriously 
curtail the funds available the World 
Braille Council carry its work. 
But because such economies were 
ordered, funds for the work the 
World Braille Council were limited 
$5,000 for each the years 1953 and 
enough maintain Secre- 
tariat and leaving nothing available 
from which convene and finance 
such conferences might con- 
sidered necessary. 
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this stage, and the light the 
creation 1951 the World Council 
for the Welfare the Blind, re- 
sult the actions voted the Inter- 
national Conference Workers for the 
Blind held Oxford, England, 1949, 
the situation was re-examined carefully 
the hope that solution might 
found which would provide for con- 
tinuing international authority deal 
with the questions braille notation, 
the event that UNESCO might ulti- 
mately withdraw altogether from the 
field. After careful study, proposals 
were initiated invite the World 
Braille Council accept new sponsor- 
ship the permanent Braille Com- 
mittee the World Council for the 
Welfare the Blind, thus assuring its 
continued status internationally 
recognized authority. These proposals 
are now the process negotiation. 
Should they accepted all con- 
cerned hoped that permanent in- 
ternational machinery will thus 
assured for the continued study and 
solution problems braille nota- 
tion, and that the advisory status the 
World Council for the Welfare the 
Blind, its relations with the United 
Nations, will assure the necessary inter- 
national prestige without which in- 
ternational agreements can expected 
further hoped that the World 
Council for the Welfare the Blind, 
with substantial aid from the American 
Foundation for the Blind, the Ameri- 
can Foundation for Overseas Blind 
(successor the American Braille 
Press), and possibly other groups, will 
willing and able convene meet- 
ing Paris 1954, which special- 
ists will invited discuss many 
the problems which now surround the 
braille music situation, the end that 
further substantial progress may 
made reaching wider agreements. 
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Should such meeting convened, 
further study and discussion will there 
devoted the existing braille music 
notation code and the need for any pos- 
sible change; attention will given 
the need, apparent, for revised 
manual notation, the desirability 
and possibility wider international 
uniformity the methods writing 
braille music, central authority 
which any question can auto- 
matically referred and automatically 
answered, possible central deposi- 
tary from which music can obtained 
regardless the country its origin, 
and numerous other problems whose 
solution must found. 

has been stated above, UNESCO 


itself has arranged for preliminary 


international survey Mr. Rodenberg, 
who now work this study. Mr. 
Rodenberg will use many mediums 
the compilation the information 
must present UNESCO. this coun- 
try, proposes utilize among other 
mediums the pages the Braille 
cian, early edition which will 
include supplement the form 
questionnaire. questionnaire will also 
directed many individuals and 
agencies throughout the world who are 
considered have knowledge and opin- 
ions value the study. due 
course, the information will 
lected and analyzed and the analysis 
the responses from the United States 
expected that the help will 
sought the Sub-Committee Music 
the Joint Braille Committee repre- 
senting the American Association 
Workers for the Blind and the Amer- 
ican Association Instructors the 
Blind. other countries, discretion 
will determine those whose opinions 
will sought. The final analysis all 
opinions will made Mr. Roden- 
berg himself, who will 
UNESCO report based all the 
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responses from many countries 
may participate the survey. 

Upon presentation his report 
UNESCO, Mr. Rodenberg will have 
completed his assignment for them, and 
will then the responsibility 
UNESCO communicate each coun- 
try concerned the attitude UNESCO 
with respect conference and with 
respect the agenda for that con- 
ference and seek further reaction 
from the countries concerned. as- 
sumed this stage that UNESCO 
will ask each participating country 
convene its own experts well ad- 
vance any conference, and arrive 
conclusions which will enable its 
representatives reach agreement with 
respect the agenda the proposed 
1954 conference, not with respect 
actual binding agreements entered 
into that time. hoped that 
UNESCO will prepared co-oper- 
ate the convening such con- 
ference proposed, least the 
extent providing for the appropriate 


meeting room facilities and for the 
necessary secretarial and translator serv- 
ice, even though the financing the 
other expense may beyond its means. 
such event, the actual details con- 
nected with the arrangement for such 
conference, including substantial 
underwriting the expense, will be- 
come the concern and responsibility 
the World Council for the Welfare 
the Blind, the American Foundation 
for the Blind and the American Foun- 
dation for Overseas Blind. 

later date, will perhaps 
possible make further announce- 
ments concerning this matter. the 
meantime, all who have interest 
the subject should take note current 
should ask for opportunity ex- 
press such views are now being 
sought Mr. Rodenberg compiling 
his pre-conference study for UNESCO. 
Mr. Rodenberg may addressed 
care the School for the Blind, 
Jacksonville, Illinois. 


FOUNDATION RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE 
research fellowship, amounting 
$1,500, has been awarded Mr. 
Herbert Greenberg, doctoral candi- 
date New York University and 
Counselor the Blind with the New 
York City Department Social Wel- 
fare for support his study the 
personal adjustment and values the 
blind and other disadvantaged groups 
various educational settings. 

native New Yorker, Mr. Greenberg 
received his B.S.S. degree cum laude 
from the City College New York 
June 1950 and his M.S. Education 
degree from the same institution 
Phi Beta Kappa. 
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Mr. Greenberg resides Brooklyn, 
Y., with his wife Beverly and three- 
year-old son, Gary. 

The award Mr. Greenberg one 
several made annually grad- 
uate students the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind for the purpose 
encouraging research this field and 
fostering objective approach the 
study problems regarding the blind. 

small grant was also made Jan- 
uary, 1953, Mr. Leonard Gravitz, 
assistant the Sociology Department 
Washington University, St. Louis, 
Missouri, cover research expenses 
incurred study degree and 


nature the social participation 
blind adults. 
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View 


THE ABOVE TITLE, BELIEVE, character- 
izes dream which for long time has 
been nourished many blind people 
the economically more advanced parts 
the world. The article the Novem- 
ber issue the New Outlook for the 
Blind, telling about the persistent en- 
deavours made Canada secure for 
the blind grant without means test, 
made feel that might some 
encouragement such strivings 
know that there are few countries 
where this dream has been turned into 
reality. And that why venture 
call the reader’s attention. 

Before touching the more descrip- 
tive part subject, should like 
ground for our, feel it, just claim 
for allowance without means test. 

First want make clear that differ- 
ences public opinion and the 
structure varying schemes social 
security may lead difference the 
choice approach. The thinking ex- 
pressed below may, therefore, not apply 
equally well all parts the world. 
can hardly imagined that any 
country should start its social services 
granting allowance without 
means test. Before this step can 
taken general responsibility for the 
needy must already have been acknowl- 
edged. Only existing services the 
needy will offer sound basis for any 
realistic approach this direction. 
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Allowances the Blind 
Without Means Test 


ERNEST JORGENSEN 


Sweden and Denmark, the countries 
which referring, there has for 
considerable time existed rather com- 
plex social legislation which also con- 
cerns itself with the handicapped, and 
the understanding their special need 
has experienced steady growth. This 


must remembered the 


background for what has been accom- 


plished. these two countries sharp 


line drawn between economic sup- 
port secure the maintenance 
needy people and economic compensa- 
tion granted lessen the special ex- 
penses imposed blindness. The 
underlying principle may clarified 
through the following picture: 

had thermometer which 
measured the economic conditions, 
would for the great majority people 
the population only show degrees 
from zero and upward, namely the de- 
gree income matched with the cost 
living (housing, food, clothing, lux- 
ury, etc.;) but few, among whom the 
blind are included, would start below 
zero, having economic minus degree 
because they, besides having cope 
with all the normal expenses, men- 
tioned above, would also have pay 
for special assistance necessitated 
their handicap. This means that their 
starting point lower than others, and 
that however far may get eco- 
nomic achievement, still have 
economic burden which would not ex- 
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ist were not blind. allowance 
without means test should, therefore, 
looked upon not privilege but 
the attainment equality. may 
often have ask for helping hand, 
but this case call for equal foot- 
ing. claim the right start far 
possible the same level others. 

Poverty may have many causes and 
blindness certainly very acceptable 
one. Blind people should, therefore, 
have easy access economic support 
for their maintenance and does not 
seem unnatural that support deter- 
mined need withdrawn when the 
need longer exists. otherwise 
with the extra expenses imposed 
blindness: they not disappear and 
the compensation, therefore, should 
not withdrawn. 

All schemes making provision for 
aid the handicapped should, the 
first place, aim their rehabilitation. 
The first step this direction should 
endeavour lessen the effects 
the handicap itself, either through 
medical treatment supplying the 
handicapped person with prosthesis. 
When dealing with the needs the 
incurable blind, prosthetic device 
available; the only way which 
satisfy their demands for assistance 
varying circumstances affording 
the means paying for such help. 
other words, the blind require living 
prosthesis adapted the need the 
moment, and they must have allow- 
ance enable them pay for such 
service. 

Countries where 
measures are force further believe 
that this allowance will stimulate 
healthy, adventurous spirit the blind 
and encourage them take the great- 
est advantage modern methods 
rehabilitation which will lead them 
into the open field employment in- 
stead leaving them depend 
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invalidity pension augmented the 
low earnings which are usual shel- 
tered workshops for the blind. 

Not counting the war-blinded who, 
many countries after World War 
received grants without means test, 
believe that Sweden was the first coun- 
try grant the civilian blind compen- 
sation without means test. 1934, 
they obtained compensation amount- 
ing 500 Swedish crowns year. This 
has since been increased goo SC. 
Swedish crown equals cents.) Several 
countries, among them Denmark, had 
already then small additional grants 
the blind who received subsidy 
account their handicap, but was 
subject withdrawal when the pen- 
sion subsidy was cancelled ac- 
count increased working capacity. 
Not before 1950 did the Danish blind 
receive compensation without means 
test. would too lengthy and com- 
plicated job describe the special 
procedure that fits this allowance into 
the general system social security, 
but the result that matters that the 
blind and others severely handicapped 
need assistance receive assi- 
tance grant without means test, auto- 
matically regulated according the 
cost living, the present time 
amounting approximately 1500 Dan- 
ish crowns year. Danish crown 
equals about cents, which means 
that the yearly allowance equals $225. 
is, however, not enough evaluate 
Scandinavian money according rate 
exchange. The true value, according 
its buying power, far greater. 
Denmark, for instance, laborer’s sal- 
ary about $1,000 per year. four- 
room, old-fashioned apartment can 
rented for $10 per month and mod- 
ern one for $20. The allowance not 
meant maintain the blind, but 
secure necessary assistance, and this 
connection, can mentioned that 
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the allowance may suffice pay for 
full-time assistance young girl for 
shop. From this will understood 
that the 1500 Danish crowns far 
greater value than the rate exchange 
leads one think. The Swedish, 
the Danish, compensation granted 
without any kind means test. Even 
millionaire has right this allow- 
ance. The two countries’ governments 
have wisely admitted that even com- 
paratively well-to-do blind person has 
extra expenses with which has 
cope, and that system control only 
aiming the very wealthy would cost 
far more than could ever saved. The 
governments furthermore console them- 
selves with the fact that the really 
wealthy will pay back taxes what- 
ever they might get. this connection, 
should made clear that the com- 
pensation itself not considered in- 
come, meant cover expenses 
and not, therefore, liable taxation. 

Speaking grants without means 
test, would natural also men- 
tion the Finnish legislation that gives 
compensation all handicapped who, 
according medical assessment, have 
lost two-thirds more their work- 
ing capacity, but who, through their 
work, contribute substantially the 
maintenance themselves and their 
families. The compensation which 
the most Finnish marks, 
equivalent $350, not withdrawn 
cut account any income de- 
rived from work. But the applicant 
well covered through pensions 
other unearned income, will not get 
this compensation. The Finnish system 
seems very strong incentive work, 
but large community would in- 
volve too complicated control system. 

natural that the small, well- 
developed countries are the first treat 
their handicapped population justly, 


128 


not because they are better, but mainly 
because easier for the handicapped 
make their voices heard. es- 
sential that the claim, however just 
may be, has the backing the public. 
not enough pull the sleeves 
the legislators. They are responsible 
the voters and they must have the feel- 
ing that they are carrying out their 
will. How this can accomplished 
the States not know, but 
certain that concentrated effort will 
needed. Having live under the 
same social legislation, the different 
groups handicapped Denmark 
were forced find each other 
positive co-operation. 1934, the Fed- 
eration Invalid Organizations was 
established, each group holding abso- 
lute autonomy, but co-operating when- 
ever question common interest 
arose, especially concerning legislative 
improvements; all groups backing the 
claims that might have special interest 
only one them. 

After the German occupation 
1945, many people all over the world 
felt that was time create new 
and better existence for all, and the 
Corporation the Handicapped felt 
that was vital utilize this favorable 
attitude which also encompassed our 
problems. The Corporation arranged 
public meetings all towns with im- 
portant press coverage. During the first 
public election, presented our 
claims all candidates, determining 
their views, with result that 
secured parliamentary majority 
work for our purpose. know that the 
thought the blind participating 
co-operation with other groups 
handicapped raises very complicated 
question which difficult give 
the right answer, considering the differ- 
ence conditions, but our case 
feel strongly that gained through 
this co-operation. Our political influ- 
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MUSICIANS, TEACHERS, STUDENTS and 
others concerned with braille music 
have reason for optimism concerning 
the achievement the comparatively 
near future satisfactory braille 
music code, code which will lend 
They have waited long, and perhaps 
too patiently, for the recent develop- 
ments that show such promise. Yet the 
status braille music notation and 
method today not totally 
deprecated, for the vision and action 
people earlier years has resulted 
improvement the present stage, 
imperfect though be. Where such im- 
provement may not always have been 
inherent the decisions reached, 
has least consisted experience 


ence was strengthened through the fact 
that represented far greater num- 
ber and when the Government set 
committee deal with our problems, 
had representative actually par- 
ticipating the preparation the 
legislation. 

more than doubtful whether 
any the groups, even the blind, 
singly, would have obtained this posi- 
tion. The result was that the Spring 
1950 considerable improvements 
were carried through the Danish Par- 
liament. Besides the allowances men- 
tioned above, got considerably 
higher compensation, also without the 
means test, for those handicapped who 
got free prosthetic appliances, includ- 
ing hearing aids and wheel chairs, for 
all need them. These could ear- 
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which revealed shortcomings and 
not do.” 

UNESCO, and the World Council 
for the Welfare the Blind, together 
with the active assistance the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind and the 
American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind, and possibly other organiza- 
tions well, all together have the 
opportunity before them the present 
time act with good prospects 
genuinely advancing the braille music 
system throughout the world. 

The article this issue dealing with 
this subject conveys distinct note 
anticipation and confidence that all 
those concerned will disposed 
work toward agreement upon matters 
that will bring about greater uni- 
formity, the ultimate benefit all. 


lier had only direct connection 
with employment. These are the more 
important improvements legislation 
which previously contained compara- 
tively generous subsidy for those who, 
owing handicap old age, were 
unfortunate economic position. 
With regard rehabilitation, can- 
not overlooked that countries 
where the responsibility supporting 
the needy has been accepted the 
public, the fact that the blind worker 
not only loses his subsidy but that 
also, through his activity, increases his 
expenses, may jeopardize the endeav- 
ours rehabilitation. Therefore, 
seems the interest all stimulate 
the initiative the blind making 
possible for them secure the as- 
sistance needed become active, par- 
ticipating members society. 
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National Special 


Recording Services 


NATIONAL FOR 
for the Blind, Inc., records 
small vinylite discs, for the adult 
blind only, textbooks and other ma- 
terial not already obtainable either 
braille the Talking Books made 
available the Library Congress. 

The Committee was formed May 
16th, 1951, conformity with the re- 
quirements three-year grant from 
the Fund for Adult Education, or- 
ganization established the Ford 
Foundation, meet the great need 
blind persons, especially students, for 
recorded books. Its treasurer Mr. 
Sloan Colt, President the Bankers 
Trust Company New York, and its 
counsel Mr. Roswell Magill 
Cravath, Swaine and Moore, New York. 
Both are members the Board Di- 
rectors. Advisors the Committee are 
Mr. Robert Barnett, Executive Di- 
rector the American Foundation for 
the Blind, Inc., and Mr. Donald 
Patterson, Chief the Division for the 
Blind, Library Congress. The Com- 
mittee’s financial statements are audited 
words Mr. Scott Fletcher, Presi- 
dent the Fund for Adult Education: 
“It understood that the funds will 
used primarily for the extension 
recording centers beyond those now 
the National Committee will en- 
abled these funds establish record- 
ing centers throughout the nation, 
well make ‘sound books’ available 
through libraries. 
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Show Growth 


ANNE MACDONALD 


The National Committee the only 
organization making recorded material 
available the embossing method 
vinylite discs national scale. Its 
member units are active operation 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Denver, 
Phoenix, Louisville, and Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. The center serving the 
model (originally organized the 
present Chairman the National Com- 
mittee) located the Yorkville 
Branch the New York Public Li- 
brary. new unit which will record 
only correspondence 
courses, for which groundwork now 
being laid will functioning the 
fall under the auspices great 
university. 

Anyone desiring become reader 
must make trial recording which 
evaluated committee blind peo- 
ple, and, the volunteers are identi- 
fied number only, the evaluating 
committee’s decision based entirely 
the quality and clarity the voice. 
Only those readers are accepted who 
are approved this way. 

The National Committee 
strongly that its recordings must 
processed with meticulous care 
readers intelligence and understand- 
ing, and that local supervision and in- 
spection, plus spot-checking, must 
rigorously maintained guarantee 
clarity, uniformity and accuracy. 
Chairmen the units are carefully 
selected. 

The National Committee’s headquar- 
ters office under the direction 
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salaried Executive Director and small 
staff. All the hundreds other workers 
supervisors 
transcribers—throughout the country 
are volunteers. 

The Committee plans inaugurate 
few more units the near future, 
but the Board considers advisable 
grow slowly and concentrate 
few sound and productive units, with 
which contact can maintained, 
rather than have many small, widely 
scattered groups the sacrifice uni- 
formity and quality. 

Local units are launched the Na- 
tional Committee with one recording 
machine, thousand discs, and other 
necessary equipment; thereafter, they 
finance themselves. Their work 
checked headquarters insure 
maintenance proper standards. All 
the units have least tripled size. 

The National Committee has found 
that well organized and ably managed 
unit has little difficulty securing en- 
thusiastic and capable volunteer read- 
ers and supervisors. The fact that the 
member units are built the principle 
recording office each locality has 
proved great stimulus their 
morale and their consequent effec- 
tiveness. All units are, will even- 
tually be, housed libraries without 
expense the National Committee. 

operating procedure, request 
for books recorded are usually 
made directly the headquarters of- 
fice the National Committee 
New York City. Any such request re- 
ceived one our local units 
referred New York insure that 
books already recorded will not 
duplicated. The New York office then 
checks the availability desired 
recording and, the book requested 
listed our consolidated file books 
already recorded, the discs will 
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mailed out immediately, not use. 
use, the applicant’s name will 
added reserve list. 

The National Committee never 
records book without the 
permission, and all requests from the 
blind reader must contain the informa- 
tion necessary secure this permission, 
including the full names the pub- 
lisher, the author, the full title, the 
copyright date and the edition, there 
more than one. 

The length time employed 
recording book varies too greatly 
permit accurate estimate. depends 
the time taken the publishers 
clear the copyright, the length the 
book and the number volunteer 
readers assigned thereto. If, however, 
book required for reasonable 
date, every effort made meet the 
schedule. not wait until the 
entire recording completed, but 
each five discs are completed, they are 
mailed out filer envelope. Tran- 
scribers, experienced braille, who 
are integral part each our units, 
numbers braille the five 
discs. They also attach the back 
the filer envelope containing these discs 
piece brailled paper shellacked and 
then cemented the filer with 
replica the written information 
the front the envelope. (Grade 
braille used.) 

charge made the blind for 
the recordings turned out our Com- 
mittee, and the discs are loan only. 
When the original recipient has fin- 
ished using recorded book, re- 
turned for re-circulation other blind 
persons. Instructions for the return 
recorded books are written the appli- 
cant the unit the National Com- 
mittee for Recording for the Blind, 
Inc., which has made the recording. 
The recorded books are circulated from 
libraries various cities known 
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sources material for the blind. For 
example, books recorded the Denver 
unit the National Committee are 
circulated the Division for the Blind 
the Denver Public Library. Books 
recorded the Phoenix unit are cir- 
culated similarly the Phoenix Public 
Library. other words, the National 
Committee leaves the libraries the 
job handling re-circulation. 

There precise limit the 
amount work will for one 
person, but, all fairness the many 
blind people, sometimes record con- 
secutively, rather than simultaneously, 
one applicant’s request for several 
books. recorded book required 
for classwork, try permit the stu- 
dent keep throughout the entire 
semester which will needed. 
Occasionally, book very great 
demand must returned sooner. 

The applicant requesting the original 
recording supplies the printed book. 
The National Committee asks the ap- 
plicant, possible, send the copy 
when the specific request made 
that hand when the copyright 
permission received. the policy 
the National Committee record 
book requested qualified applicant 
whether the book will used once 
many times. 

Along with outline the above 
operating procedures sent list 
the books already recorded the Na- 
tional Committee, copy its descrip- 
tive brochure and questionnaire 
build knowledge the aims and 
activities the Committee’s clientele, 
learn something the people being 
served. This questionnaire, among 
other things, asks for information about 
the type playback machine used, the 
purpose applicant’s current 
studies, what educational institution 
the applicant attends has attended 
and what degrees have been awarded 
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are being sought, any. The Na- 
tional Committee seeks obtain 
ticisms suggestions for its future 
guidance. Its basic purpose satisfac- 
tory service the blind. 

The National Committee now sup- 
plementing its work disc-recorders 
with work tape-recorders. Tape has 
the advantage permitting many discs 
cut from one recording. not 
satisfactory medium for sending out 
“rush” books students who must 
keep with assignments, because the 
recording the entire book must 
completed before the voice 
transferred from the tape discs. Tape 
employed record books for which 
there multiple use wide demand. 


The American Foundation for the 


Blind, Inc., has set special em- 
bossing studio for transferring our 
recorded tape discs, service which 
most reasonable price. 

improved procedure, instituted 
the National Committee and exe- 
cuted the American Foundation, 
the labelling the disc permanent 
fashion, for which the Foundation in- 
stalled special machine. With are 
also stamped the covers the Com- 
mittee’s new albums, which adjust 
contain anywhere from discs. 
These albums are mailed the blind 
readers adjustable shipping boxes 
especially designed for them. copy 
every book processed tape goes 
each library circulating the National 
Committee’s recorded books. Besides 
the tape booth financed and run 
the National Committee Yorkville, 
two member units have raised sufficient 
funds for construction tape booths 
their own. 

The majority our readers, all 
volunteers, are women—mostly house- 
wives. Their ranks are augmented 
lawyers, actors, actresses, radio and tele- 
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vision executives and staff members, 
authors, teachers, students, lecturers, 
and scientists from the atomic 
energy plant Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

Listeners are for the most part stu- 
dents, including many war veterans, 
who seek lawyers, teachers, social 
workers, musicians, ministers, journal- 
ists, business men women, well 
candidates for general undergraduate 
and post-graduate degrees. Students 
from 122 colleges have used the record- 
ing service. There are also enrolled 
listeners who have completed their col- 
lege training and older people. 


Recordings are made books 
medicine, law, science, psychology, 
philosophy, poetry, economics, litera- 
ture, art, youth training, anthropology, 
history, government, religion and many 
other subjects. While most books are 
English, many are French, Ger- 
man and Spanish. 

The National Committee does not 
pretend that all times attains its 
goal, but continuous improvement 
the above services constitutes one its 
major objectives, and judging from the 
comments our blind listeners, feel 
are the right track. 


THE BLINDED VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
will hold their Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion August 19-22, 1953. Convention 
headquarters will the Penn- 
Sheraton Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Blinded veterans industry will 
keynote the convention this year, with 
exhibits blinded veterans their 
jobs open public view. 

Philadelphia the center one 
the greatest industrial areas the 


world, all publicity during the conven- 
tion will aimed educating in- 
dustrialists well the general pub- 
lic, the capabilities the blind. 
Preliminary reports from the plan- 
ning committee the Pennsylvania 
Regional Group, hosts for the conven- 
tion, indicate that BVA members and 
their guests will assured in- 
teresting and entertaining stay, with 
lots between convention meetings. 


HOLD ANNUAL MEETING 


THE FIFTY-SEVEN MEMBER WORKSHOPS 
the National Industries for the Blind 
held their annual meeting the Syl- 
vania Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa., from 
May 11-14. 

Kleber, NIB’s General Manager 
and Robert LeFevre, Washington repre- 
sentative, reported the delegates 
the opening session. 

Round-table discussions took place 
May and 12. Charles Foote, 
Roberta Townsend, Eugene Mor- 
gret, and Kleber, all NIB staff 
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members, led panel discussions in- 
dustrial and home work developments. 

Peter Salmon, Executive Director 
the Industrial Home for the Blind, 


Brooklyn, led general ses- 
sion May under the heading 
The Community and the Blind. One 
the speakers panel was 
Robert Barnett, Executive Director 
the American Foundation for the 
Blind. His topic was The Services 
the American Foundation for the Blind 
Can Render this Program. 


SPECIAL EDUCATION comparatively 
new development Catholic educa- 
tion. The impact has not yet been 
fully realized the majority teach- 
ers. However, all can claim some inci- 
dental acquaintance with regular 
class room experience. Perhaps you 
have had polio victim your class, 
disturbed child, the more common 
hard-of-hearing visually defective 
child. you have had experience with 
any all these types, then special 
education for you holds secrets and 
simply appears modern guise with 
the phraseology recent organiza- 
tional trends and with increased em- 
phasis modern teaching techniques. 
paper mainly concerned with 
the visually handicapped child, since 
with this type deviate that have had 
teaching experience over long period 
time. estimated that one child 
out every four hundred children has 
visual defect which prevents him from 
taking advantage the many educa- 
tional opportunities enjoyed chil- 
dren with normal vision. Thus far, 
Catholic education has been preoccu- 
pied, and rightly so, with the other 
three hundred ninety-nine. never 
really missed Number 400. The day 
has come when, like the Good Shep- 
herd, must begin search for the 
stray sheep, the physical, mental, and 
emotional deviate, and bring home 
the fold Catholic education. 
For those you who have had 
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Special Education and the 
School System 


SISTER PASCHALITA, 


experience the education the 
blind, should like begin talk 
with rather comprehensive view 
the characteristics the blind child 
and the effects blindness 
learning processes. Then you will bet- 
ter understand the issues involved 
the program special education. 


There simple formula that 


work like magic the education 
the blind, but there beacon light 
that can penetrate their darkness. 
this: blindness handicap, not 
tragedy. One the prime objectives 
education train the child 
know his limitations, face reality; 
the function the teacher help 
him make the necessary adjustments. 
From this point on, the blind child 
should given the same considera- 
tion the seeing child—sympathetic 
understanding, yes—pity and pamper- 
ing, no. Perhaps many not realize 
that the teacher class blind chil- 
dren not confronted with homo- 
geneous group. any given age group, 
however small, there wide range 
visual defects. Not all blind chil- 
dren are totally blind. Their degree 
vision ranges from light, form, and mo- 
tion, approximately normal vision, 
except for reading and writing. The 
education the blind child draws 
largely from general techniques edu- 
cation, but when consider that 
about per cent our concepts are 
visual origin, realize that substi- 
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tution must made various media, 
especially tactual and auditory, or- 
der provide motivation stimulate 
interest, extend the range his ex- 
periences, and contribute the en- 
richment his personality. Thus only 
can enable the blind person exer- 
cise his talents towards the richest and 
most intelligent participation Chris- 
tian social living. 

Parents, teachers, and social work- 
ers must keep mind that the blind 
child first all child. His intellect, 
his emotions, his desires, his psycho- 
logical needs, are fundamentally like 
those other children, although his 
visual handicap, course, makes 
necessary modify methods and ap- 
proaches. Bearing mind, then, that 
the blind child first all child, 
must, therefore, make use all can 
learn from child psychology, from edu- 
cation methods, and from child guid- 
ance help the various contri- 
butions may make his education. 
general, blind children follow the 
same pattern developmental tasks 
seeing children do. They learn walk, 
talk, feel, and play just other 
children do. may take them little 
longer, but with patient understanding 
and consistent guidance they will suc- 
ceed. Those who work with the little 
blind child must talk directly the 
child and frequently, seeing things for 
him, preparing him for the common 
experiences every day life, encour- 
aging him ask questions, answering 
him patiently, building new concepts, 
comparing them with what al- 
ready familiar, encouraging him use 
all his senses, taking care establish 
correct ideas. Good physical care, the 
opportunity for variety experi- 
ences, association with other children, 
materials for constructive learning—all 
these, together with love 
standing, will help create the 
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child that self-assurance that essen- 
tial help him meet his responsibili- 
ties member society. 

the negative side, there are dis- 
tinct liabilities that are often concomit- 
ants blindness. Passivity, the one 
hand, and over-activity, the other, 
both retard normal development the 
power concentration. Because 
does not see things, the blind child 
necessarily deprived very impor- 
tant source stimulation, and 
inclined, therefore, passively await 
some distinct and positive challenge. 
His blindness may affect his general 
nervous system and the cause ten- 
sions which force outlets excessive 
and meaningless activity. Poor posture 
problem that requires constant re- 
minders. variety nervous habits 
referred “blindisms” often de- 
velop during childhood. They are 
largely attributed the lack stimu- 
lation from the external world and 
the consequent concentration self. 
Among the most common these un- 
desirable behavior patterns are sway- 
ing the body, shaking the head, keep- 
ing the fingers motion, rubbing the 
eyes; these may counteracted the 
cause eliminated; the blind child 
needs supplied from the earliest 
years with opportunities for construc- 
tive activity all forms. Much current 
research being done this field. 
Teachers should acquaint themselves 
with the results these 
studies, that they may more ade- 
quately cope with problems peculiar 
the effects blindness the child. 
Ultimately, the blind child requires 
such care, training, direction, and edu- 
cation that will help him adjust his 
personality living the democratic 
Christian community the seeing. 
This process the central task the 
social education the blind. 

The education blind children 
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does call for changes and adaptations 
methods based the psychological 
effects blindness, but may well 
observe here three common illusions 
about the blind that not stand the 
test scientific experiment. The first 
one referred the so-called 
vicariate the senses, sensory com- 
the sighted that the blind, being de- 
prived the sense sight, are com- 
pensated the vicarious functioning 
the other senses—that the other 
senses, virtue the deprivation 
one, acquire higher degree acute- 
ness. the contrary, scientific meas- 
urement fails reveal any increased 
degree sensory acuity favor the 
blind. There rather common opin- 
ion that the blind are blessed with 
greater acuity the sense touch. Ac- 
tually, facility braille reading 
rather the result great deal con- 
centration and training attain rea- 
sonable speed. Efficiency braille read- 
ing depends especially the ability 
remember, associate, and concen- 
trate. The second illusion referred 
the “obstacle sense” orienta- 
tion skill. Some people are inclined 
think that the blind have sixth sense 
detect obstacles their path. 
matter fact, they simply use their 
remaining senses more fully than 
the sighted. Their feet sense the quality 
the ground, and their steps measure 
distance. Their orientation their en- 
vironment the result the co-opera- 
tion different senses and the inter- 
pretation the resulting sensations. 
This facility comes only with constant 
practice and persistent application. 
third illusion often referred 
“the wonderful memory the blind.” 
This characteristic has also been sub- 
jected scientific measurement, and 
the results various testing programs 
not reveal any general compensa- 
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tory superiority the memory blind 
children. memory, sensation, 
according Dr. Hayes, eminent au- 
thority the psychology the blind, 
compensation not gift but the re- 
ward persistent effort. The higher 
degree efficiency the result at- 
tention, practice, and adaptation. 

For some years the residential schools 
for the blind have been aware the 
importance keeping the child 
close contact with his family and with 
his community. Companionship with 
sighted children extremely helpful 
blind youngsters who, except for 
their visual handicap, are otherwise 
normal. The sense security and in- 


dividuality gained the blind child 


his home and community environ- 
ment will have profound and benefi- 
cial effect upon his adult life. Basic 
these considerations the fact that the 
ultimate goal the education the 
blind child his integration into the 
society the sighted. Reactions so- 
ciety the handicapped have under- 
gone considerable change the past 
few years. The work many indi- 
viduals and public and private or- 
ganizations has contributed greatly 
the enlightenment the public and 
toward attitude sympathetic un- 
derstanding for the needs the handi- 
capped and the contribution they are 
making society. Today, blindness 
does not mean helplessness; this mis- 
conception has been responsible the 
past for barriers limiting educational 
and work opportunities for the handi- 
capped. However, there much yet 
done. The child, the family, and the 
community need re-orientation and ed- 
ucation simultaneously what can 
expected them. the handi- 
capped child have well-devel- 
oped personality, must able 
share the lives physically normal 
individuals. This can achieved 
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trained accept his limitations, 
face reality, and make full use 
his assets, that contributing 
factor society. Such approach will 
make him regard himself, and re- 
garded others, not handicapped 
person but person with handicap. 

Forty years ago. the first sight con- 
servation class made its appearance 
the public school system the United 
States. Today there are 684 such classes, 
enrolling about children. Five 
times this number needed provide 
adequately for the education the 
total 60,000 children who are unable 
use the educational material pro- 
vided for the normally sighted children. 
the parish level, there are only four 
such classes. can conclude, there- 
fore, that there urgent and im- 
mediate need for parish schools en- 
ter wholeheartedly into this phase 
special education. The organization 
and administration these classes fol- 
low along lines that are the results 
wide experimentation over number 
years. Candidates for these classes 
are determined medical reports, 
generally involving cases 20/70 
sion, progressive eye disease, post- 
operative care. The registration 
these classes ranges from about ten 
twenty children from different grades. 
The teacher this special class pre- 
sented with multiple problems deriv- 
ing from the variety eye conditions 
and educational levels the pupils. 
She should, therefore, well-informed 
both respects. The teachers the 
visually handicapped should possess 
wide knowledge eye conditions, men- 
tal hygiene, educational and vocational 
guidance, and the functions and avail- 
able services all co-operating agen- 
cies. She should use advantage the 
radio, visual aids, sound scriber, Talk- 
ing Book, and other devices that facili- 
tate learning without causing eye strain. 
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Most schools work out co-ordinated 
program, which the handicapped 
child attends the regular classes part 
the day, returning intervals his 
“home room” for special needs requir- 
ing close eye work. This type pro- 
gram far superior the isolated 
special class special school, since 
permits social contact with normally 
sighted children. 

Materials for instruction include 
large print books, bulletin typewriters, 
soft lead pencil, unglazed and unlined 
paper, globes, outline maps, arts and 
crafts equipment. 

The classrooms are large with exten- 
sive blackboard area, green prefer- 
ence the traditional black which ab- 
sorbs much light. Lighting major 
pert illuminating engineer provide 
maximum light and eliminate 
glare. Seats and desks are movable and 
adjustable guarantee the best light 
the child’s work. 

Many aspects the sight conserva- 
tion class pertain likewise the braille 
class. both cases, expense im- 
portant matter for consideration. Spe- 
cialized training for the teacher such 
class prime importance. Even 
when special classes are provided, the 
pupils usually spend much half 
the day more the regular classes. 
This situation seems indicate that all 
teachers should know least how 
give some help children with visual 
handicaps. Through conferences with 
state, regional consultants educa- 
tion, doctors, and nurses, the regular 
teacher can learn much about the dis- 
abilities the handicapped child. She 
can seek aid agencies working for the 
visually handicapped. She can work 
with parents promote the welfare 
the child seeking competent ad- 
vice and constructive guidance. When 
parents and teachers better understand 
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the problems stemming from handicap- 
ping conditions, there will far less 
frustration and far less repeating 
grades with attendant lack achieve- 
ment. quote Mr. Waterhouse, Di- 
rector Perkins Institution for the 
Blind Massachusetts, and the spon- 
sor the recently developed New Eng- 
land plan for the establishment day 
braille classes the regular schools: 
“Placing blind child school for 
the sighted, providing him with read- 
ers, guides, special equipment, are not 
enough. For integration, need un- 
derstanding teachers, principals, and 
superintendents, with wise parents and 
neighbors and co-operative playmates 
dealing with well-balanced person- 
ality the part the handicapped 
child.” 

According Mr. Marchisio, Educa- 
tion Counsellor for the New Jersey 
State Commission for the Blind, the 
blind child school for the sighted 
requires three special services: (1) 
reader (preferably teacher during 
the school day); (2) braille books 
and Talking Book machine; and 
counselling and supervision. Like 
the child the sight conservation 
class, will participate with normally 
sighted pupils regular classes, and 
return his braille home room for 
special instruction braille reading 
and writing and for aid proceeding 
with assignments. the elementary 
classes, blind children also receive in- 
struction arithmetic, spelling, and 
typewriting from the special braille 
class teacher. However, they enjoy par- 
ticipating projects with 
mally sighted, and they profit from 
group instruction handcraft and 
music. about the fourth grade they 
are taught touch typewriting the 
prepare assignments for the regular 
teacher. 
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the 1952 convention the Inter- 
national Council for Exceptional Chil- 
dren, the California Public Schools re- 
ported their braille classes. brief 
survey will serve reveal you the 
variety circumstances under which 
they can function the initial stage. 
The schools will identified letters 
for sake brevity. there were 
children, various grade levels; 
each spent about half hour with the 
braille teacher learning read and 
write braille. “B” the blind and par- 
tially sighted were the same room 
temporarily until better facilities could 
obtained; there were children, 
covering various grades; half their time 
was spent with the regular class, and 


half their special class receive 


preparing their lessons for the regu- 
lar class. Here the teacher emphasizes 
that the blind child can many things 
that the sighted can, but does them 
different way; there are some things 
cannot do; but far possible, 
the same arithmetic and spelling 
given the regular class, plus braille 
and typing. attends the regular class 
for social studies and English. The 
teachers the regular classes co-oper- 
ate with the special teachers. They dis- 
cuss assignments and various ways 
which the handicapped child can 
integrated the regular school pro- 
gram. “C” the special teacher must 
have three more years experience 
with regular children regular class- 
room and additional specialized train- 
ing for the braille class. 

“D” the blind children are en- 
rolled the regular class; they par- 
ticipate most the learning experi- 
ences there, returning the braille 
teacher for one hour day. 

“E” the teacher the special class 
contacts the regular teachers receive 
assignments. She uses these guide 
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prepare special material and addi- 
tional information needed the child 
understand the lesson. Each child 
has notebook for assignments per 
week unit. The special teacher 
checks the assignments and informs the 
regular teacher the success the 
braille homework. When the child has 
learned the regular typewriter, sub- 
mits his own homework the regular 
teacher. The class began with little 
equipment and few books and rela- 
tively little information about the chil- 
dren. Within year many contribu- 
tions were made, such books, type- 
writer, braille writer. accurate eye 
record was obtained, the child’s scho- 
lastic achievement was measured, and 
was placed the grade for which 
was socially adequate. Teachers and 
children were enthusiastic about the 
blind children; the novelty wore 
off, was evident that the blind child 
had become part the group, even 
taking part the regular gym ex- 
ercises, clubs, etc. 

“F” skill subjects were taught 
the special teacher. The blind child 
attends regular class for about one 
hour day, for music, spelling, read- 
ing, physical education, folk-dancing, 
rhythm band. plays with normally 
sighted children the 
ground, and lunches under the same 
conditions they do. There were eight 
children this class, brought from 
various parts the county station 
wagon, requiring approximately two 
hours for travel time and from 
school. Since was their first year 
this experiment, the teachers empha- 
sized orientation and integration for 
the sighted and for the blind. The 
children attended the regular class for 
spelling, reading, and physical educa- 
tion. Their program was kept flexible, 
and emphasis was placed what 
would constitute socializing influence. 
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“G” each school district provides 
for the needs one particular handi- 
cap and serves the other districts 
transfer basis. Pupils are brought 
taxi. Much special equipment has been 
provided gifts from various clubs 
and service organizations. Thus far the 
survey. 

doubt the cost operating small 
classes for the visually handicapped 
child, and the expense special ma- 
terials required are more than the av- 
erage parish school can meet; hence, 
these items have militated against the 
installation such classes the parish 
school. What, therefore, can done, 
and what should done? 

The diocese St. Louis might well 
offer inspiration and encouragement. 
September 1950 organized de- 
partment special education, inte- 
grated with the parish school system 
and administered its own director, 
who the same time the Assistant 
Superintendent Parish Schools. This 
department aims provide educational 
facilities for Catholic children between 
the ages six and sixteen, who are 
handicapped mentally, physically, 
emotionally. present there are ten 
such classes operation, each class 
accommodating about fifteen children. 
Eight these classes are located the 
regular school building various par- 
ishes and are staffed members 
various religious communities the 
diocese. The program financed 
tuition, $5.00 month, augmented 
card parties, socials, etc. Transporta- 
tion privately supplied. According 
Fr. Behrman, the director the pro- 
gram, the response the lay people 
the diocese has been most hearten- 
ing, was evidenced Education 
Day sponsored the Archdiocesan 
Councils Catholic Men and Women. 
Furthermore, observes that wherever 
class for Catholic handicapped chil- 
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the problems stemming from handicap 
ping conditions, there will far less 
frustration and far less repeating 
grades with attendant lack achieve 
ment, quote Mr, Waterhouse, 
rector Perkins Institution for the 
Blind Massachusetts, and the spon 
sor the recently developed New Eng 
land plan for the establishment day 
braille classes the regular 
“Placing blind child school for 
the sighted, providing him with 
ers, guides, special equipment, are not 
enough. For integration, need un- 
derstanding teachers, principals, and 
superintendents, with wise parents and 
neighbors and co-operative playmates 
dealing with well-balanced person- 
ality the part the handicapped 
child.” 

According Mr. Marchisio, Educa- 
tion Counsellor for the New Jersey 
State Commission for the Blind, the 
blind child school for the sighted 
requires three special services: (1) 
reader (preferably teacher during 
the school day); (2) braille books 
and Talking Book machine; and 
counselling and supervision. Like 
the child the sight conservation 
class, will participate with normally 
sighted pupils regular classes, and 
return his braille home room for 
special instruction braille reading 
and writing and for aid proceeding 
with assignments. the elementary 
classes, blind children also receive in- 
struction arithmetic, spelling, and 
typewriting from the special braille 
class teacher. However, they enjoy par- 
ticipating projects with 
mally sighted, and they profit from 
group instruction handcraft and 
music. about the fourth grade they 
are taught touch typewriting the 
prepare assignments for the regular 
teacher. 
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national Council for Exceptional Chil 
dren, the California Public Schools 
ported their braille classes, 
survey will serve reveal you the 
variety circumstances under which 
they can function the initial 
The schools will identified letters 
for sake brevity, there were 
each spent about half hour with the 
braille teacher learning read and 
write braille, the blind and par- 
tially were the same room 
temporarily until better facilities could 
obtained; there were children, 
covering various grades; half their time 
was spent with the regular class, and 
half their special class receive help 
preparing their lessons for the regu- 
lar class. Here the teacher emphasizes 
that the blind child can many things 
that the sighted can, but does them 
different way; there are some things 
cannot do; but far possible, 
the same arithmetic and spelling 
given the regular class, plus braille 
and typing. attends the regular class 
for social studies and English. The 
teachers the regular classes co-oper- 
ate with the special teachers. They dis- 
cuss assignments and various ways 
which the handicapped child can 
integrated the regular school pro- 
gram. “C” the special teacher must 
have three more years experience 
with regular children regular class- 
room and additional specialized train- 
ing for the braille class. 

“D” the blind children are en- 
rolled the regular class; they par- 
ticipate most the learning experi- 
ences there, returning the braille 
teacher for one hour day. 

“E” the teacher the special class 
contacts the regular teachers receive 
assignments. She uses these guide 
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prepare special material and 
tional information needed the child 
understand the lesson, child 
has notebook for assignments per 
week unit, The special teacher 
checks the assignments and informs the 
regular teacher the success the 
braille When the child has 
learned the regular typewriter, sub- 
mits his own homework the regular 
teacher. The class began with little 
equipment and few books and rela- 
tively little information about the chil- 
dren. Within year many contribu- 
tions were made, such books, type- 
writer, braille writer. accurate eye 
record was obtained, the child’s scho- 
lastic achievement was measured, and 
was placed the grade for which 
was socially adequate. Teachers and 
children were enthusiastic about the 
blind children; the novelty wore 
off, was evident that the blind child 
had become part the group, even 
taking part the regular gym ex- 
ercises, clubs, etc. 

“F” skill subjects were taught 
the special teacher. The blind child 
attends regular class for about one 
hour day, for music, spelling, read- 
ing, physical education, folk-dancing, 
rhythm band. plays with normally 
sighted children the 
ground, and lunches under the same 
conditions they do. There were eight 
children this class, brought from 
various parts the county station 
wagon, requiring approximately two 
hours for travel time and from 
school. Since was their first year 
this experiment, the teachers empha- 
sized orientation and integration for 
the sighted and for the blind. The 
children attended the regular class for 
spelling, reading, and physical educa- 
tion. Their program was kept flexible, 
and emphasis was placed what 
would constitute socializing influence. 
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each school district provides 
for the needs one particular handi- 
cap and serves the other districts 
basis, Pupils are brought 
taxi, Much special equipment has been 
provided gifts from various clubs 
and service organizations, Thus far the 
survey. 

doubt the cost operating small 
classes for the visually handicapped 
child, and the expense special ma- 
terials required are more than the av- 
erage parish school can meet; hence, 
these items have militated against the 
installation such classes the parish 
school. What, therefore, can done, 
and what should done? 

The diocese St. Louis might well 
offer inspiration and encouragement. 
September 1950 organized de- 
partment special education, inte- 
grated with the parish school system 
and administered its own director, 
who the same time the Assistant 
Superintendent Parish Schools. This 
department aims provide educational 
facilities for Catholic children between 
the ages six and sixteen, who are 
handicapped mentally, physically, 
emotionally. present there are ten 
such classes operation, each class 
accommodating about fifteen children. 
Eight these classes are located the 
regular school building various par- 
ishes and are staffed members 
various religious communities the 
diocese. The program financed 
tuition, $5.00 month, augmented 
card parties, socials, etc. Transporta- 
tion privately supplied. According 
Fr. Behrman, the director the pro- 
gram, the response the lay people 
the diocese has been most hearten- 
ing, was evidenced Education 
Day sponsored the Archdiocesan 
Councils Catholic Men and Women. 
Furthermore, observes that wherever 
class for Catholic handicapped chil- 
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dren has been integrated with regular 
children the parish school, there has 
been very pronounced growth real 
Christian social living. 

Conventions such this bring 
the attention superintendents, prin- 
cipals, and teachers the imperative need 
the hour. They, turn, faithful 
the obligations their high calling 
the educational field, will resource- 
ful finding ways and means im- 
plement program, urgent and 
immediate. For some years now our 
schools have been able offer addi- 
tional services children through co- 
operation with local health agencies; 
have shared the federal lunch 
program, and many instances have 
availed themselves transportation fa- 
cilities for their children. Why may 
not step forward and claim for the edu- 
cation the handicapped share 
funds offered various agencies 
our respective localities? this re- 
spect, may give support sug- 
authority than Miss Mary Switzer, Di- 
rector the Office Vocational Re- 
habilitation, the Federal Security 
Agency (now the Department Health 
and She addressed the Sum- 
mer Institute for Teachers the 
Visually Handicapped, conducted 
Catholic University, just this point. 
She urged most emphatically con- 
tact various state and private agencies, 
well volunteer groups, and 
avail ourselves services that are 
gladly offered just for the asking. The 
time has long since passed when parish 
schools must bear the entire burden 
their program, especially where the 
handicapped are concerned. 
regard, Miss Switzer suggested that 
our diocesan superintendent schools 
function liaison officer, else ap- 
point public relations agent, and she 
assured that there will manifest 
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genuine willingness the part all 
concerned co-operate this special 
service children community 
responsibility. According statistics 
compiled Dr. Elise Martens, Office 
Education, forty-one states have legal 
provisions authorizing requiring 
school districts make special educa- 
tional provisions for such children who 
have serious handicaps that demand 
special educational facilities; 
four these states help local school dis- 
tricts pay the extra cost such edu- 
cation; twenty-three states have law 
set state supervisory and consulta- 
tive service guide the statewide pro- 
gram special education. The Chil- 
dren’s Bureau the Social Security 
Administration has public program 
for service for crippled children. The 
term “crippled” now broadly in- 
terpreted that states may use federal 
grant-in-aid funds for some types 
visually handicapped children the 
state agency wishes. 

All this points realization that 
the total community has definite re- 
sponsibility the education chil- 
dren who need special services. fact, 
the over-all view the 1950 White 
House Conference Children and 
Youth places the burden the suc- 
cess the program strong lay 
participation, making all aware 
the interrelationship all groups in- 
terested in, child welfare and the need 
co-ordinating forces designed pro- 
mote the well-being the whole child. 
Democratic trends today, child wel- 
fare work, call for all kinds services 
from various sources order give 
the child fair chance develop 
healthy and for the 
Catholic child, what more conducive 
this end than integrated into 
his own Catholic community receiv- 
ing his education under Catholic aus- 
pices the parish level? 
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This brief survey the achieve- 
ments, the needs, and the possibilities 
special education the parish level 
should eliminate any misgivings 
might have about undertaking some 
kind program this field. Begin- 
nings any field are largely experi- 
mental. Perhaps teachers today have 
become too much home with the 
material aspects teaching, too much 
dependent the physical set-up. What 
desperately needed today injec- 
tion missionary spirit launch 
out into new fields with not much more 
than the grace God and the love 
souls our main support. The first 
step, course, must made the 
diocesan superintendent schools. 
must condition his teachers for this 
new educational venture. This can 
done the annual teachers’ institute 
and meetings with the supervisors. 
Authorities the field various 


handicapping conditions could present 
adequate introductory data back- 
ground for the in-service training 


teachers. The Children’s Bureau offers 
series movies educational value 
exceptional children, and also pam- 
phlet material the educational pos- 
sibilities special handicaps. The 
Catholic University America con- 
ducts annual workshop 
cial Education the Exceptional 
Child. The International Council for 
Exceptional Children prepared 
share the results scientific studies 
this area with all who are inter- 
ested the rehabilitation the 
handicapped child. After this basic in- 
doctrination, the teachers would 
stimulated pursue advanced courses 
fit them teach one more par- 
ticular types child. Courses could 


offered summer sessions nearby 
colleges. Today sixty-six institutes 
colleges offer teacher training courses 
for exceptional children, fifty-two 
which offer sequence one 
two areas, and the remaining fourteen 
give comprehensive program. These 
courses, Catholic University, are 
awarded credit the Department 
Education their respective colleges. 
Within two years, simply attending 
summer sessions, any number spe- 
cial teachers could ready initiate 
the program. Within the same period, 
survey could made locate the 
handicapped children and determine 
which individuals would equal 
the integrated program parish 
school set-up. Then the schools cen- 
trally located reference given 
handicap could designated privi- 
ledged participate this pioneer 
launched, various organizations are 
solicited, and funds are raised for 
equipment. Comes September the 
year “X,” and the blind, the halt, and 
the lame take their place among the 
sighted and the strong—the physically 
handicapped register with 
cally gifted take part learning ex- 
periences under conditions most con- 
ducive their religious and social 
well-being. The program constitutes 
challenge. Shall continue ostrich- 
like hide our heads the sands 
the difficulties associated with it, 
that not give ourselves chance 
see the possibilities and advantages, 
less real and far more important? 
Let fearlessly face the issue, and 
courageously attempt the program for 


the greater glory God and the good 
souls. 
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ACCORDING THE 1950 CENSUS, the 
population the country 
36.3 per cent the total population 
the United States. includes people 
living farms, motels, institutions, 
and towns less than 2,500. 

The rural population 54,669,000 
persons divided into two distinct 
classifications, the rural-farm group 
comprising approximately 23,577,000 
persons, and the rural non-farm group 
comprising approximately 31,092,000 
persons. 

estimated that about 4,596,000 
persons the rural farm group are 
operators and managers farms with 
average annual earnings $1,500, and 
approximately 2,424,000 men, women 
and children fourteen and over, are 
laborers with average annual earnings 
$800. 

Walter Lancaster and Franklin 
Foote, their article Against 
estimate the number 
blind persons the United States 
comprehensive study, the Federal Se- 
curity Agency (Social Security Admin- 
istration, Bureau Public Assistance) 
published booklet, “Causes Blind- 
ness Among Recipients Aid the 
Blind.” this material was esti- 
mated that there are 1.7 blind persons 
each thousand the general popu- 
lation the United States. 

use these figures basis and 
assume that the blind population 
proportioned evenly over all parts 


*Journal American Medical Association, 
145, 26-30 (1951) 
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The Blind Man the Farm 
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the country, will find that approxi- 
mately 93,000 blind persons live 
rural areas. these, about 41,000 may 
considered farm residents. 

Since experience the field re- 
habilitation disabled individuals has 
shown that about per cent those 
disabled blindness can rehabili- 
tated into gainful employment, may 
conclude that approximately 10,000 
the blind farm residents could con- 
tributing the nation’s manpower 
adequate rehabilitation services were 
provided them. 

The federal-state program voca- 
tional rehabilitation each state 
set law provide eligible handi- 
capped persons with guidance, medical 
attention, training for occupation, 
and actual placement job busi- 
ness enterprise. This program can pro- 
vide virtually every service needed 
overcome blindness bar employ- 
ment. 

When client has reached the place 
the rehabilitation process where 
bility the employment counselor 
find suitable employment for him. The 
techniques used and the procedures fol- 
lowed the counselor finding em- 
ployment and placing particular 
blind individual job that will 
match his physical and mental capaci- 
ties, skills, and abilities are fundamen- 
tally the same whether employment 
sought agriculture, industry, busi- 
ness the professions. 

this material going deal 
with the situation applies the 
rural farm population the country. 
The rural farm group 23,577,000 
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includes all persons living farms 
where some form agricultural ac- 
tivity pursued. has been estimated 
that the present time, about 2,000 
the 10,000 blind persons are supporting 
themselves farming working 
farm hands, and another 1,500 are con- 
tributing their own support rais- 
ing produce for their own consump- 
tion, assisting the family with the gen- 
eral work the farm, and working 
seasonable jobs farms produce 
warehouses. 

During the year 1951, the states’ vo- 
cational rehabilitation programs placed 
311 blind persons full-time gainful 
employment jobs agricultural 
and kindred occupations. This 8.8 
per cent the total number blind 
persons rehabilitated. According our 
estimate, the number blind persons 
living farms should about per 
cent the total blind population 
the country. 

The vast agricultural areas this 
country with their diversity farming 
occupations afford opportunity for the 
wage earner and the operator, whether 
owner tenant; and even the urban 
areas, large and small, provide oppor- 
tunities for persons desiring engage 
some special pursuit, such nursery 
and green house work, bulb culture, 
rabbit raising and bee keeping. Still 
very little effort has been made de- 
velop these projects, explore ways 
making possible for blind people 
take advantage them, investigate 
the possibilities for developing new 
ones. 

this point, let consider some 
the problems confronting the blind per- 
son wishing engage the occupa- 
tion farming and what being done 
assist him. 


ALTHOUGH ARE INHERENTLY 
AGRICULTURAL PEOPLE, DOWN THROUGH 
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THE AGES HAS BEEN COMMON BELIEF 
THAT THE FACT BLINDNESS MADE 
IMPOSSIBLE PARTICIPATE ANY KIND 
FARM work. has been the opinion 
the public that was not safe for 
persons, who could not see, take care 
animals; that they could not find 
their way about farm when was 
necessary travel over large areas with 
little nothing assist them 
identifying their location; 
they could not cultivate growing plants 
without destroying them. result 
this mistaken idea, until recently, noth- 
ing was done alleviate the condition 
blind persons living farms. In- 
stead, they were moved urban areas 
where they could live asking alms; 
engage some kind business; find 
tution which would provide for their 
immediate needs. 

spite the fact that some blind 
persons, through their own efforts, have 
successfully operated farms and worked 
employees farmers, society, which 
includes workers for the blind and 
blind people themselves, has continued 
follow the established custom do- 
ing little nothing make pos- 
sible for blind persons engage any 
form agricultural occupation. 

This fact fast becoming realized 
all us, and agencies serving the 
blind, both private and public, are 
making effort develop programs 
serve this group. least six state 
agencies now have rural counselors who 
specialize the placement blind 
persons rural and agricultural oc- 
cupations. 


BECAUSE HAS NOT BEEN CUSTOMARY 
FOR BLIND PERSONS ENGAGE THE 
OCCUPATION FARMING, BLIND PERSONS 
THEMSELVES HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT SKEP- 
TICAL TOWARD THE IDEA. seemed rea- 
sonable them that small business, 
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factory job, employment work- 
shop would much more appropriate, 
they would able work under 
close supervision, have less difficulty 
with the travel involved doing their 
work, and have the association fel- 
low workers. 

recent years the development 
agricultural colleges 
farm schools, combined with agencies 
and organizations designed meet the 
greatly toward creating renewed inter- 
est all people agricultural activi- 
ties. The interest shown public and 
private agencies developing farm 
programs, the employing trained 
counselors work with farm clients, 
and the fine spirit co-operation mani- 
fested the various county, state and 
federal agencies providing services 
farmers, are doing much improve 
conditions for blind persons living 
farms. 


UNTIL RECENTLY, VERY LITTLE EFFORT 
HAS BEEN MADE ANALYZE JOBS 
FARMS DETERMINE THEIR SUITABILITY 
FOR EMPLOYMENT BLIND PERSONS. In- 
formation farming operations which 
blind persons are successfully perform- 
ing all parts the country has not 
been compiled. 

the rural specialist for the blind, 
the Office Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion, have been working with the 
state agencies and individual farmers, 
both blind and sighted, analyzing jobs 
farms determine their suitability 
for performance without use sight. 
result this effort, job descrip- 
tions have been written variety 
farming occupations parts the 
country. Each job description also in- 
cludes complete bibliography 
books and periodicals written recog- 
farm occupation described. 
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UNTIL RECENTLY, THERE HAVE BEEN 
VERY FEW PLACES WHERE THE ABILITIES 
BLIND PERSONS FARM WORK 
COULD TESTED. There have been 
organized training programs where 
their skills could developed 
where training any special type 
farm work was given. Many thought 
they wanted operate farm. Some 
have tried and been successful, and 
others, who might have succeeded, have 
failed because of: (a) poor diagnosis 
their physical and mental capacities 
the type work required 
farmer; (b) lack adjustment the 
general requirements farm life and 
farm work; and (c) the absence the 
proper training for the particular type 
work they had chosen. 

One private agency now operates 
farm school for the blind, and interest 
similar farm training being shown 
different parts the country. 
Schools and training programs this 
type provide the trainee with: (1) 
opportunity determine likes 
can assume responsibility; 
whether works well without direc- 
tion needs some one plan 
and direct his work for him; 
inclined improve himself through 
study, consultation with others, ex- 
perimenting with new ideas; and 
willing work long hours and 
hard dirty work; (2) general orienta- 
tion farm life and farm work, such 
learning travel independently 
following paths and walks along the 
edge busy highway; listening for 
identifying sounds such that 
windmill, traffic highway, and the 
crowing rooster; early rising and 
adherence regular hours; recreation 
and education such 
nics, grange meetings, and classes 
instruction food preservation, plan- 
ning, and farm mechanics; 
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ing (a) farm maintenance such 
building and repairing fences, chicken 
coops, etc.; building and hanging doors 
and gates; repairing milking equip- 
ment and machinery and sharpening 
sickles, axes and other tools; (b) meth- 
ods performing wide variety 
farm tasks, such feeding stock and 
poultry, cleaning barn poultry 
houses, hand and machine milking, 
sterilizing milk vessels and processing 
milk, gathering and storing fruits and 
vegetables, gathering and grading eggs, 
and culling and dressing poultry; (c) 
specific occupation such dairying, 
poultry husbandry, beekeeping, hog 
raising, bulb culture, greenhouse work, 
truck gardening, turkey raising, rabbit 
raising, and any type farm work that 
meets the desires, skills and abilities 
individual. 

each state the Division Voca- 
tional Education the State Depart- 
ment Education provides for farmer 
training courses which are conducted 
the public schools. Each student 
vocational agriculture required 
have actual farming program that 
operates with his own labor under 
the direction his teacher voca- 
tional agriculture. Most the student’s 
agricultural instruction based the 
needs his own farming program. 
Many farmers profit not only from in- 
struction the best farm practices, but 
find possible can their year’s sup- 
ply food and practically all their 
own repair farm machinery. The 
training farm mechanics also based 
upon the student’s farming needs and 
may include shop work, farm power 
machinery, soil and water manage- 
ment, rural electrification, and farm 

the 3,117 agricultural counties 
the United 2,990 have county 
agricultural agents. The county agent 
represents both the Department Ag- 
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riculture and the State College Agri- 
culture the extension work which 
might carried each county; 
develop county, state, and federal pro- 
grams; public servant paid from 
county, state federal appropriations; 
and position to, and most 
cases, will, personally supervise farm 
project. His work has wide coverage 
and extends from the making investi- 
gations through the development and 
completion project. 

The state Extension Division, with 
headquarters the state college, di- 
rects county extension work. All exten- 
sion agents county work co-opera- 
tively with the entire rural family, al- 
though the county agricultural agent’s 
responsibility primarily men and 
boys, and the home demonstration 
agent’s women and girls. The home 
demonstration agent teacher. Her 
work not class room, however, 
but the home and community. She 
helps train women and girls home 
making, including such subjects im- 
proving the family food supply, ob- 
taining suitable clothing moderate 
cost, labor saving methods, house con- 
veniences, home furnishing 
tractive home surroundings. Through 
group work, rural families are stimu- 
lated make community improve- 
ments such better facilities for health, 
sanitation and recreation. 


WHEN HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT 
BLIND PERSON HAS THE ABILITY 
FARM WORK AND HAS BEEN TRAINED 
HIS CHOSEN CATEGORY WORK, 
CONFRONTED WITH FINDING SUITABE LO- 
CATION WHICH LAUNCH HIS PROJ- 
farm project particular type 
farm work can obtained investi- 
gating the adaptability crops, mar- 
ket trends, supply and demand, and 
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type and source labor supply through 
such agencies, organizations and indi- 
viduals as: the chamber commerce; 
the county agricultural agent; the grow- 
ers associations—fruits, vegetables, stock; 
the retail merchants association; feed 
and seed dealers; the farmer’s market; 
and individual farmers. 


COUNSELORS AND BLIND PEOPLE THEM- 
SELVES HAVE NOT KNOWN WHERE 
GET TECHNICAL ADVICE AND FINAN- 
CIAL ASSISTANCE WHICH WOULD HELP 
THEM GET START AND CONTINUE 
FARMING. 

The state office the Soil Conserva- 
tion Service maintains staff expe- 
rienced agronomists, conservation soil 
surveyors, foresters, biologists, engi- 
neers, and crop analysts. The staff 
this office will analyze, chart, test, and 
determine the type improvement 
that needed. 

The state office the Production 
and Marketing Administration 
vides various forms assistance, such 
supporting prices farm commodi- 
ties, making grants farmers en- 
courage soil conservation, and market- 
ing services such market trends, 
grading, and inspection. Grants for 
soil conservation are set maximum 
Application for grants are 
made through the County Agricultural 
Association Committee upon the recom- 
mendation the Soil Conservation 
Service. 

The Farm Ownership Division lo- 
cated the state office the Farmers 
Home Administration. will, when 
determined practicable, assist the 
Each state has director and county 
Federal Housing Administration super- 
visor. These supervisors work closely 
with county committees, which are 
made three members, least two 
whom must active farmers who 
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appraise the property according the 
prevailing market value. The essential 
requirements are that the purchaser 
mentally, physically, and socially able 
participate farming, and that 
have knowledge farming acquired 
either through training experience. 
The farm unit purchased and the fam- 
ily placed the property must 
considered self-sufficient unit. Such 
combination called “family unit 
farm.” may any size long 
will support the purchaser. 


PRIVATE OWNERSHIP AND INDIVIDUAL- 
IZED PROJECTS ARE, COURSE, MOST DE- 
SIRABLE; HOWEVER, MANY GOOD AND ABLE 
FARMERS NEVER ATTAIN FINANCIAL SUC- 
CESS BECAUSE THEY LACK THE ABILITY 
MANAGE FARM BUSINESS. meet the 
needs the entire rural blind popula- 
tion, thought should given organ- 
izing supervised program small pri- 
vately owned, rented acreages. These 
should scattered through the neigh- 
borhood that the blind person could 
combine farming with factory work 
home industry. For example, 
might any the following 
small scale: milk few cows and sell 
whole milk creamery cheese fac- 
tory; raise poultry such broilers 
laying flock; raise rabbits for meat and 
fur; raise turkeys; raise bulbs such 
gladiolus, tulips, narcissus, onions, 
garlic; operate nursery greenhouse; 
keep bees; truck gardening. 
wanted earn cash from out- 
side source, the farming operation 
could held probably two hours 
the morning and two hours the 
late afternoon and evening. This would 
leave two hours the late forenoon 
and two hours the early afternoon 
work some home industry, such 
making rubber mats and mops, can- 
ing chairs, making brushes, assembling 
knocked down furniture which can 
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often obtained from factories, mak- 
ing kitchen and lawn furniture, weav- 
ing and braiding rugs. 

factory could also part the 
project, and those desiring work 
it, instead working home indus- 
try, could so. Some could work full 
time, and others probably two hours 
the late forenoon and two hours 
the early afternoon. The products 
manufactured might brooms, mops, 
brushes, sheets, pillow cases, etc., much 
which could marketed state 
institutions. Furniture manufacturing, 
sash and door work, making fertilizer 
bags, concrete block making, molding 
drainage tile, building concrete septic 
tanks, and subcontract work are among 
some the things worthy considera- 
tion, depending upon the locality, avail- 
ability materials, and the market. 


must noted that the discussion 
the above seven points way 
includes all the problems confronting 
the blind person who wishes engage 
agricultural occupation. does, 
however, present some the problems 


which are most important him. 


one agency can provide all the 
services required properly rehabili- 
tate individual and establish him 
agricultural occupation. The serv- 
ices provided the agencies discussed 
can used supplement the services 
provided vocational rehabilitation 
agencies. Technical advice, informa- 
tion, research, and general services are 
free, but should kept mind that 
services involving the purchase land 
and livestock, and the erection build- 
ings, are the form loans. 

With this view the problem, 
appears that much the responsibility 
for developing employment opportuni- 
ties for blind persons agricultural 
pursuits, rests the shoulders those 
who are actively engaged build- 
ing programs that will adequately serve 
the blind people this country. 
continue work hard and use our im- 
agination and creative ability, can 
expand the employment opportunities 
for blind people living farms and 
thereby improve the living conditions, 
well contribute toward the peace 
and security this neglected group. 


Classified Corner 


WANTED: placement counselor for 
the blind. Graduate June 1953 Indiana State 
Teacher’s College. Major social studies and 
languages, arts. Courses rehabilitation, 
guidance, counseling, special training ma- 
chine shop and special brief training place- 
ment work. Have slight obstacle perception; 
use white cane. Age, 26. Reference: 
Patrem, Director, Indiana Board Industrial 
Aid and Vocational Rehabilitation for the 
Blind, Indianapolis, Price, 1510 
St., Terre Haute, Ind. 


Young man (blind), thirty- 
two years old, desires position rehabilitation 
employment counselor with agency for the 
blind. degree Social Sciences and 
LL. degree. Experienced high school teacher, 
counselor, and social case worker for phy- 
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sically handicapped. Write: Box 1-B, New 
Outlook. 


COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST SEEKS POSITION with 
established growing agency with pro- 
fessional staff serving the total rehabilitation 
needs clients. Can: diagnose 
clients’ problems through evaluation, 
chological testing, personal vocational 
counseling; plan and carry out rehabilitation 
programs including industrially oriented ad- 
justment, training, and placement; conduct 
asic research related such services. Ph. 
requirements completed Vocational Reha- 
bilitation. Experience community agencies 
and hospitals serving the rehabilitation needs 
blind and otherwise disabled clients. Address 
replies The New Outlook for the Blind, 
Box 2-B. 
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Appointments 


Mr. Robert Barnett, Executive 
Director the American Foundation 
for the Blind, recently announced the 
appointment Albert Asenjo the 
staff the Foundation, effective June 
The newly-created position 
which Mr. Asenjo holds that Con- 
sultant Vocational Planning. 

Mr. Asenjo, native Floridian, joins 
the Foundation after six years Chief 
Instructor the Adult Training Cen- 
ter operated the Florida Council for 
the Blind Daytona Beach, Florida. 
Florida with degree Business Ad- 
ministration. 

the title Mr. Asenjo’s position 
implies, will join the other special- 
ists and consultants the Foundation 
staff filling team approach com- 
munity planning which would suf- 
ficiently comprehensive meet all 
the basic needs blind people. His 
first major objective will under- 
take total appraisal the measure 
success which blind persons have 
had training for, securing, 
maining all types vocations, and 
initiate efforts open new avenues 
employment. This study, con- 
sequence, will enable him gain 
grasp all factors which have made 
for success failure the vocational 
efforts blind individuals. Such 
over-all study will supplemented 
and the same time implemented 
intensive program research and 
publication segments the total 
national picture. Mr. Asenjo’s fin- 
ished study should prove that there are 
vocational areas which are not well 
known counselors the blind and 
blind individuals themselves, will 
his responsibility recommend ways 
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and means evaluating each specific 
type vocational area and making the 
facts its feasibility known local 
agencies and individuals. addition 
his many other responsibilities, Mr. 
Asenjo will available travel 
occasion give consultative aid 
public private agencies whose re- 
quest for assistance falls within the area 
vocational planning. Because his 
past experience with service adjustment 
centers, will also spearhead the 
Foundation’s continuing research and 
advice other agencies the proper 
operation rehabilitation centers for 
the blind. 

Mr. Asenjo thirty years age and 
married. 
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tor Matignon High School, Cambridge, 
Mass. Her article was delivered paper 
the Blind Section the National Cath- 
olic Educational Association Conference 
Atlantic City April. 


area Eastern Washington where par- 
ticipated most types farm work con- 
ducted the prairie land and the irrigated 
section that part the state. 

attended the State University 
Seattle and after losing his sight the 
age 22, was graduated from the School 
Piano Tuning the State School for 
the Blind Vancouver, Washington. 

Later, moved the timber and dairy 
section Southwestern Oregon where 
operated piano tuning business 
rural environment most which was con- 
ducted towns less than 2,500 popula- 
tion. 

From 1926 1941, Mr. Chappell served 
member the Oregon State Com- 
mission for the Blind and Prevention 
Blindness and from 1941 1944 di- 
rected the program Vocational Guidance, 
Training and Placement for the Oregon 
Commission. September 1944 joined 
the staff Services for the Blind the 
Office Vocational Rehabilitation, Federal 
Security Agency, Washington, and 
now serving the capacity Specialist 
the Rehabilitation the Rural Blind. 


ANNE (Mrs. Ranald H., Jr.) 
President The National Committee 
for Recording for the Blind, Inc., with 
headquarters New York. Mrs. Mac- 
donald was instrumental establishing the 


May, 1953 


Committee and has been its head 
that time. 


ALFRED ALLEN ASSISTANT Director the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 


ERNEST JORGENSEN Affairs Officer 
the United Nations dealing with the 
physically handicapped, specializing the 
blind. assumed his present position 
1951. From 1928-51 Mr. Jorgensen was 
chairman and executive officer the Union 
the Blind Denmark and chairman 
the Federation Handicapped Groups 
from 1945-51. Totally blind from the age 
ten, was educated the Danish In- 
stitute the Blind followed two years 
Worcester College England. 
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FOR THE BLIND, branch 
The New York Public Library, will 
miove into new, two-story $425,000 
building 166 Avenue the Amer- 
icas, was announced Ralph 
Beals, Director the Library system. 
The building will dedicated June 
and will open for service the 
next day, Thursday, June 11. 


THE AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE 
has secured the services Miss 
Isabel Baughn for three months 
connection with professional project, 
national study the education the 
young negro blind. Miss Baughn 
trained and experienced research ana- 
lyst. She described one who has 
“ability pull important facts out 


large amounts material.” 


Reeds and 


Complete Line Seating Materials 


AMERICAN REEDCRAFT CORPORATION 
Hawthorne 


FREE CIRCULARS UPON REQUEST 


Earn More with 


Have you looked through your copy our 1952 leathercraft catalogue 
lately? Over 150 articles, designed sell the general public, are fully 
illustrated and described. 


You cannot have successful sales without sufficient 
variety goods sell. Place your trial order for 
new merchandise today—and have time 
boost your holiday sales and holiday earnings. 


LEATHER COMPANY 


Colchester, Conn. 


Wallets, keycases, coinpurses, ladies’ handbags and 
shoulder bags, leather and plastic belts for men 
and women, combcases, cigarette cases, moccasins, 
suspenders, gift sets, general craft supplies. Free 
42-page catalogue. 
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